
Quarterly BIC Technical Update - May 2026           1

Technical Update

Beginning at 11am 

…..

www.bic.asn.au technical@bic.asn.au

May 2026

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome notes from Varenya.
Comments from Steve during the meeting
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Technical Update
…..

www.bic.asn.au technical@bic.asn.au

May 2026

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We acknowledge Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognize the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures; and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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90Minutes: why we added 
time

Mics on mute unless asking 
question please

Will be recording meeting.
1-2 questions via Q&A at 
end of each slide. 

More time at end.

Information provided today 
is to assist, always check 
regulations directly and 
seek advice if not sure.

Housekeeping
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1. Fuel Update
2. Advocacy Progress
3. Industry data (delivery data and surveys)
4. New Bus Safety working group 

a. What’s being proposed and why
5. ADR update 

a. Important updates. 
b. Opt-In preparation.
c. Proposal on fire and cyber security 

6. TfNSW Standards update  
a. Fire standards Status and 
b. Asset assurance forthcoming consultation (A major topic)

7. Mass and dimension reform 
a. Where we are at

8. Controlled Access Buses 
a. Reform study update

9. Disability standards 
a. Updates on our concerns, next steps and timelines

Agenda

Questions are welcome 
via the Q&A icon 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lot to pack in today, hence why we added time
1-2 questions via Q&A at end of each slide. 
Will ensure all questions are answered post meeting if we run out of time.
Information provided today is to assist, always check regulations directly and seek advice if not sure.

90% of our work to support members is done behind the scenes

We are continuing to see a shift in the work and detail we need to provide government with proposed changes. Example mass increases.

Mention valuable to operators and suppliers
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1. AVAS Testing compliance in country……alternate testing conditions

2. Disability standards 
a. boarding points……………………………….wording adjusted
b. Contrast testing and windows…..Standard adjusted

3. ADR Federal Work program agenda
a. National Fire Standards………………Harmonization  (one standard)
b. Cyber Security Standards……………Harmonization (one standard)

4. HVNL 
a. CCTV Width exemption……………….to be excluded from width measurement
b. Seatbelts – mastercode………………Government Policy not operators call.

5. NSW Fire Standards…………………………………..Harmonization (not bespoke standards)

6. Diesel Fuel Standards…………………………….....Don't adjust

7. NHVR Mastercode……………………………………….Some things should be policy based

Recent Advocacy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lot of lobbying and advocacy behind the scenes 
this is a snapshot of some of the items.
Ww wont say wins but making sure our voice is heard.

Use seatbelt example. Policy sets requirements not bus operator risk assessments as to what bus operations have seatbelts.
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Surveys and Stats

Surveys

• More responses aid strengthen your industry message to 

Governments.

• Pass them onto other in your organisation also

  

Bus Industry Statistics.

• Detailed data is critical to provide better industry 

snapshots.

• It’s the only dedicated bus data source for our industry.

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steve to run through
QUESTIONS?
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Fuel Position

While sulphur limits have been relaxed for petrol, modern Euro V and Euro VI Diesel buses rely on 

ultra-low sulphur diesel (ULSD) to protect sensitive emissions-control systems. 

Increasing sulphur levels can severely damage Diesel Engine emission systems in vehicle up to 18 years 

old resulting in widespread public transport disruptions. 

Industry Position

BIC strongly urge government to maintain current sulphur levels (10ppm) in Diesel to avoid 

widespread technical issues, and service disruptions.

Bio-fuels only to 5% blend for general sale

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much discussion on Diesel Standards and watching the trends not the noise.
Much is happening in silos. So pour position is to protect your investment.
Key message is on for buses, 
10ppm sulphur max
5% belnd bio-diesel.
QUESTIONS?
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New Bus Safety working group 

Investigate feasibility of Key findings from Bus Rollover accident investigation reports.
.

Laminated Side windows Child seatbelts adjusters Door Safety National Standard (tbc)

BIC have additionally requested

Seatbelt orientation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Re-started due to recent school bus rollovers.
National program led out of TSV.
Key mandates on occupant protection ejection.
One national door standard not ten, protects suppliers and operators.
WH&S
QUESTIONS?
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ADRs Update - Changes

ADR 113 AVAS Testing

• M&I now allowed to use test surfaces (roads) in Australia, like standard 

noise testing. 

EG: conduct testing in accordance with ADR 83 clause 5.1.4/a this could be 

considered a relevant alternative for ADR 113

• This local test surface is likely to be introduced as an update to ADR 113 in 

coming months. 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was a key advocacy win.
Original ADR meant no suitable bus surfaces existed in Australia.
This change allows for buses to be tested in country.
QUESTIONS?
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ADRs Update - Changes

Lane departure warning ADR 99

• This is fast approaching. 

• Two overlapping ADRs which can be confusing.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be aware ! ! !
99/01 starts before 99/00 for new models. 
Sept 2027 is the start date for all new buses.
99/01 concentrates more on Australian lane markings.
Optional for buses with standees. Always check ADR
QUESTIONS?


Notwithstanding clause 3.1 above, a category MD, ME, NB or NC vehicle is not required to comply with this standard if it:     is an omnibus specially designed with spaces for standing passengers; or
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Compliance and Opt-In

Opt-ins

• Opt-Ins expire between June and December 

2026 ! ! !

Renewal Submissions

• Can be submitted now. 

Helpful Information
• Latest Opt-In Guidance documentation.

• Watch recent guidance webinar.

RVSA 

MVSA 5year Opt-In Transition

Vehicle compliance transition timeline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start renewing Opt-In approvals now or it may be deyed if left to last minute.
Last minute applications may be delayed. They get 900 a month.
Great information on
 documentation
Webinar to watch.


https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/rvs/opt-in-arrangements
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/department/media/publications/rvs-webinar-opted-vehicle-type-approvals-2026
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/department/media/publications/rvs-webinar-opted-vehicle-type-approvals-2026
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/department/media/publications/rvs-webinar-opted-vehicle-type-approvals-2026
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ADRS Update - Harmonisation

One standard, not seven

Harmonisation is key to avoid multiple standards, cost, risk and governance 

and States and Territories mandating separate requirements. 

Proposal to introduce this UNECE regulations as ADRs.

• UN ECE R118 - Fire Standards

• UNECE R155 & R156 Cyber Security

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key message is one standard not 7.
Key push from BIC to promote one standard based on global practice already.
Now a gently gently approach to introduction.
Allow industry time to transition based on member feedback.
Harmonisation helps everyone.
QUESTIONS?
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TfNSW Standards – Fire Safety
TS 00013.X

What we achieved.

• Established good future collaboration

• Standard will not be published in current form

Whats next

• Further collaboration

• TBC solutions 

• Possible standard reflecting current 

Panel 4 technical requirements

• Long term adoption of UNECE R118 

European fire standard



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key progress: not be published in current form

Possible forms.

Worked closely with BusNSW and TfNSW to engage a sensible outcome.
Shout-out to BusNSW.
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TfNSW Standards – Asset Assurance
TS 00024

TfNSW desired performance outcomes

What's next for us

1. Separate meeting to discuss standard in detail.

2. Industry survey 

3. Agree a proposed position

4. Lobby our position

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They want more surety on quality of design and supply.
How doe we think this should be shaped?
Post industry briefing BusNSW and BIC will hold a dedicated webinar and send out survey to gauge industry feedback.
This is planned for next two weeks.
More responses = a stronger message.
QUESTIONS?
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Dimensional reform

• A NHVR policy has been drafted. 

• Progress to realisation dependant on OEMs placing Non-Standard Vehicle Type Approvals (VTA).

• Will carry safety requirements

a. Camera Monitor System (ADR 14/03)

b. Blind Spot Information System (BSIS) as per UNECE Regulation 151

c. Moving Off Information System (MOIS) as per UNECE Regulation 159

d. Lane Departure Warning System (ADR 99/01)

e. Conspicuity markings

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This has been an industry call for nearly 4 years. 
Draft policy is likely for access approved roads.
Safety benefits are a criteria for this. 
Gov have paused on this until submissions are made.
Contact us if you are making a submission or have questions.
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Mass reform

• If we don’t change, we are falling behind

• Ramping up lobbying on multiple fronts

• National Transport Commission – long term change

• Austroads – Medium term change

• Updating policy from 2023 to be a stronger and refined message 

new

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No change = falling behind
Worried about road wear
Ironic that no mass change will mean more buses
Policy updates to ramp up lobbying change.
QUESTIONS?
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Controlled Access Bus Study

Study Update

a. Largely completed in principle, report now 

being written

b. Key Findings

a. Longer wheelbases due to shorter ROH 

and/or fixed tag axle make bus harder to 

position on the road.

b. Steered tag axle buses are easier to 

drive. Strong driver feedback. 

c. Recommendation for a new bus specific 

LSSP formula to assess maneuverability.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Industry funded study (thanks to those who contributed)
Mention key findings
We must change this, or the solution is to go backwards or not supply.
SHOW VIDEO (1min 24sec) onward.
QUESTIONS?
�
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Disability Standards - Update

Suggested Reading

Estimated Release

• Late Q4 2026 or Early Q1 2027

Support Information

• Guidance document planned (release date 

tbc)

• BIC Webinars education planned 

Links    Draft Overview paper  draft compilation of standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key documents which we encourage be read.
Further guidance will be provided.
How do you push against a document on disability. 
We are about practicality. Not lesser standards.
Disappointment on consulting timeline. Good co-operation though.
Ironic that it affects those that signed it more than industry.



https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/exposure-draft-overview-paper-disability-standards-for-accessible-public-transport-amendment-2025.pdf
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/compilation-of-draft-amendments-disability-standards-for-accessible-public-transport-amendment-2025.pdf
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Disability Standards – Lobbying

Co-location of Manoeuvring areas
3.4  Co-location of manoeuvring areas with access paths and 
allocated spaces—conveyances

 (1)  Manoeuvring areas must be located as close as 
 possible practicable to access paths and allocated 

 spaces.

Theoretical revised Layouts (example only)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good progress to get this clause changed.
Can now be interpreted as what's practicable.
That could be infrastructure or payment at front door
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Disability Standards – Lobbying

Luminance Contrast
• Mentioned in various section through the document

example:

31.2 The upholstery of a priority seat must have a 
luminance contrast of not less than 30% in comparison with 
the upholstery of other seating in the conveyance. 

11.3.5 30% Contrast of grab rails to other surfaces 
within 2mt and tested.

Resolution
• Information in guidance material that’s supports the 

standard

“luminance contrast testing is only required against fixed 
surfaces within 2 metres that can be meaningfully 
measured”. 

“Measure to dominant color on multi-colored item”

How to calculate ?
• AS 1428 part 1 provides guidance.

• Bowman–Sapolinski equation. Luminous reflectance values of 
each surface

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We did ask for 
standard update and 
a minimum surface size requirements.
Updates will be in guidance material
Consier AS1428 standard
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Disability Standards - Changes

Operational (generally with a transitional period)

27.1 Access to bus service information in users preferred format. Not 

exclusively online (undefined)

31.4 Provision for assistance animals must be provided under priority seats.

31A Strategies and programs to prevent ‘onboard’ harassment or victimization 

of persons with disability.

27.6 Next stop audible announcements must be provided and must work with 

hearing augmentation systems. New buses and/or new systems.

31.2 The upholstery of a priority seat must have a luminance contrast of not 

less than 30% in comparison with the upholstery of other seating in the 

conveyance. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some key changes.
Retrofittable.
Still looking for an assistance animal design guide.
General DSAPT legroom requirements
QUESTIONS?
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Meeting Schedule

Next Technical Meetings 
 

2026 
11am  | 27 January
11am  | 26 May
11am  | 02 September
TBC   | 15 November – BIC Conference

Canberra time

www.bic.asn.au technical@bic.asn.au

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meeting dates to pencil-in any remaining questions.
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Questions

www.bic.asn.au technical@bic.asn.au

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wrap up

Meeting dates to pencil 
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Controlled Access Buses - Now
Current Assessment method outdated

State differences
 

Link to NHVR Bus Chart

Industry going backward to comply – Locking steerable  
Tag axles

State ROH WB%

ACT 4.9m 70%

NSW 4.9m 70%

QLD 4.7m 70%

SA 4.3m 60%

TAS 4.3m 60%

VIC 4.3m 60%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Challenges
Euro 6 coaches globally typically have longer rear overhangs.
Creates challenges to meet the CAB3 notice.

Consequences to Comply
Locking Tag axle and/or
Longer wheelbases

Check to ensure vehicles purchased are right for your operational states.
Bus in NSW may not be able to operate in Victoria? Be aware of the differences



https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/media/document/406/202503-0753-nhvr-hv-bus-chart-a3.pdf
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